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I. Being Nourished by the Flowing River
Erev Rosh HaShanah
Wednesday, September 12, 2007

1. Genesis 2:10 _
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And a river flows from Eden to water the garden.

2. Midrash Rabbah, Ecclesiastes 7:20
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When the Holy One, blessed be God, created the first person, God took him and led him round
all the trees of the Garden of Eden, and said to him, ' Behold My works, how beautiful and
commendable they are! All that I have created, for your sake I created it. Pay heed that you do
not corrupt and destroy My universe; for if you corrupt it there is no one to repair it after you.

3. Zohar,1:53b
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AND HE DROVE OUT THE MAN. R. Eleazar said: We naturally suppose that “he” is the
subject and “man” the object. The truth is, however, that “man” is the subject and the object is
the accusative particle eth, so that we render “and the man drove out eth”. Hence it is written,
“And God sent him forth from the Garden of Eden”, for the reason that he had divorced eth, as
we have explained.



II. In the Image of God
First Morning of Rosh HaShanah
Thursday, September 13, 2007

1. Genesis 1:26-28
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26. And God said, Let us make humanity in our image, after our likeness; and let them have
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all
the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth. 27. So God created man in
God’s own image, in the image of God created God him; male and female God created them. 28.
And God blessed them, and God said to them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth,
and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over
every living thing that moves upon the earth.

2. Genesis 2:7-10 & 15-25
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7. And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the
breath of life; and man became a living soul. 8. And the Lord God planted a garden eastward in
Eden; and there he put the man whom he had formed. 9. And out of the ground made the Lord
God every tree to grow that is pleasant to the sight, and good for food; the tree of life also in the
midst of the garden, and the tree of knowledge of good and evil. 10. And a river went out from
Eden to water the garden; and from there it was divided, and became four rivers . . .15. And the
Lord God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to cultivate it and to keep it. 16.
And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat;

17. But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, you shall not eat of it; for in the day that
you eat of it you shall surely die. 18. And the Lord God said, It is not good that the man should
be alone; I will make him a help to match him. 19. And out of the ground the Lord God formed
every beast of the field, and every bird of the air; and brought them to Adam to see what he
would call them; and whatever Adam called every living creature, that was its name. 20. And



Adam gave names to all cattle, and to the bird of the air, and to every beast of the field; but for
Adam there was not found a help to match him. 21. And the Lord God made Adam fall into a
deep sleep, and he slept; and He took one from his ribs, and closed up the flesh. 22. And the rib,
which the Lord God had taken from man, made he a woman, and brought her to the man. 23.
And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called
Woman, because she was taken out of Man. 24. Therefore shall a man leave his father and his
mother, and shall cleave to his wife; and they shall be one flesh. 25. And they were both naked,
the man and his wife, and were not ashamed.

3. Genesis 3:20-24
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20. And Adam called his wife’s name Eve; because she was the mother of all living. 21. For
Adam and for his wife the Lord God made coats of skins, and clothed them. 22. And the Lord
God said, Behold, the man has become like one of us, knowing good and evil; and now, what if
he puts forth his hand, and takes also from the tree of life, and eats, and lives forever; 23. And
the Lord God sent him out from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from where he was taken.
24. So he drove out the man; and he placed Kerubim at the east of the garden of Eden, and a
flaming sword which turned every way, to guard the way of the tree of life.

4. Maimonides, Mishneh Torah, Hilkhot Yesodei HaTorah, 4:8-10
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8. The soul of a living creature is the form given to it by God, and the extra intellect found in a
human's soul is the form of a human with whole intellect. Concerning this form the Torah says,
"Let us make humanity in our image, after our likeness"; that is to say that humanity will have a
form that is capable of understanding ideas without shape, such as angels, who have a form but
no shape, so that he will be similar to them. The words, "our image" do not refer to the form



visible to the eye, namely the form which consists of a mouth, nose, jaw and other parts of the
body, for this form is called the countenance. It is not a soul which is found in all living creatures
that eat, drink, give birth, feel and think, but the intellect, which is in the form of the soul,
concerning which Scripture said, "...in our image, after our likeness". This form is very often
called the soul and breath. One has to very careful with these names so as not to make a mistake.
Each and every name is self-explanatory.

9. This form of life is not made from the elements to be able to get away from them, and is not
created with the strength of or for the needs of the soul, as if the soul needs the body, but is
created by God, and is from Heaven. Therefore, when a shape which is composed of the four
elements divides up, the soul is “lost', because the soul is found only with a body and needs a
body for all its actions, but knows and understands the knowledge which is distinct from the
shapes, and knows God, and remains in existence for ever. Solomon, in his wisdom, said, "And
the dust returns to the earth as it was, and the spirit returns to God who gave it".

5. Moshe Cordavero, Tomer Devorah, Chap. 1
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It is proper for a person to imitate the Creator, resembling God in both likeness and image
according to the secret of the Divine Form. Because the chief Divine image and likeness is in
deeds, a human resemblance merely in bodily appearance and not in deeds debases that Form. Of
the person who resembles the Form in body alone it is said: 'A handsome form whose deeds are
ugly.' For what value can there be in man's resemblance to the Divine Form in bodily limbs if his
deeds have no resemblance to those of his Creator?



III. Eating the Fruits
Second Morning of Rosh HaShanah
Friday, September 14, 2007

1. Zohar, I:35a
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THE TREE OF LIFE ALSO IN THE MIDST OF THE GARDEN, AND THE TREE OF
THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL. The Tree of Life, according to a tradition,
extends over five hundred years’ journey, and all the waters of Creation issue from its foot. This
tree was in the middle of the Garden, and it collected all the waters of Creation, which
afterwards flowed from it in different directions. For the perennially flowing stream rests upon
this Garden and enters it.

2. Zohar I:35a
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THE TREE OF GOOD AND EVIL- This tree was not in the middle. It is called by this name
because it draws sustenance from two opposite sides, which it distinguishes as clearly as one
distinguishes sweet and bitter, and therefore it is called “good and evil”.

3. Zohar I:35b
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OF ALL THE TREES OF THE GARDEN THOU SHALT SURELY EAT. This means that he
was permitted to eat them all together, for, as we see, Abraham ate, Isaac and Jacob ate, and all
the prophets ate and remained alive. This tree, however, was a tree of death, in so far that he who
ate-it by itself was bound to die, since he took poison. Hence it says, IN THE DAY THAT
THOU EATEST THEREOF THOU SHALT SURELY DIE, because thereby he would be
separating the shoots.



IV. Staying in the Common Flow
Kol Nidre
Friday, September 21, 2007

1. Esther 3:12-15
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12. Then were the king’s scribes called on the thirteenth day of the first month, and there was
written according to all that Haman had commanded to the king’s satraps, and to the governors
that were over every province, and to the rulers of every people of every province according to
its writing, and to every people in their own language; in the name of king Ahasuerus was it
written, and sealed with the king’s ring. 13. And the letters were sent by couriers to all the king’s
provinces, to destroy, to kill, and to annihilate all Jews, both young and old, little children and
women, in one day, on the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which is the month Adar, and to
plunder their goods. 14. The copy of the decree was given out as a law in every province, to be
proclaimed to all the peoples, so that they should be ready for that day. 15. The couriers hurried
out by the king’s command, and the decree was given in Shushan the capital. And the king and
Haman sat down to drink; but the city Shushan was in consternation.

2. Esther 4:1-2
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1. When Mordecai perceived all that was done, Mordecai tore his clothes, and put on sackcloth
with ashes, and went out into the midst of the city, and cried with a loud and a bitter cry; 2. And
came before the king’s gate; for no one might enter into the king’s gate clothed with sackcloth.

3. Esther 4:10-11
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10. Again Esther spoke to Hatach, and gave him a command for Mordecai; 11. All the king’s
servants, and the people of the king’s provinces, know, that whoever, whether man or woman,
shall come to the king into the inner court, who is not called, there is a law; to put him to death,
except such to whom the king shall hold out the golden scepter, that he may live; but I have not
been called to come to the king these thirty days.



4. Esther 9:21-22
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21. To establish this among them, that they should keep the fourteenth day of the month Adar,
and the fifteenth day of the same, yearly, 22. Like the days when the Jews rested from their
enemies, and the month which was turned to them from sorrow to joy, and from mourning to a
holiday; that they should make them days of feasting and joy, and of sending portions one to
another, and gifts to the poor.

5. Esther 10:3
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3. For Mordecai the Jew was next to king Ahasuerus, and great among the Jews, and accepted by
the multitude of his brothers, seeking the good of his people, and speaking peace to all his seed.

6. Babylonian Talmud, Shabbat 33b
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So they went and hid in a cave. A miracle occurred and a carob-tree and a water well were
created for them. They would strip their garments and sit up to their necks in sand. The whole
day they studied; when it was time for prayers they robed, covered themselves, prayed, and then
put off their garments again, so that they should not wear out. Thus they dwelt twelve years in
the cave. Then Elijah came and stood at the entrance to the cave and exclaimed, Who will inform
the son of Yohai that the emperor is dead and his decree annulled? So they emerged. Seeing a
man ploughing and sowing, they exclaimed, ‘They forsake life eternal and engage in life
temporal!” Whatever they cast their eyes upon was immediately burnt up. Thereupon a Heavenly
Echo came forth and cried out, ‘Have ye emerged to destroy My world: Return to your cave!” So
they returned and dwelt there twelve months, saying, ‘The punishment of the wicked in Gehenna
is [limited to] twelve months.” A Heavenly Echo then came forth and said, ‘Go forth from your
cave!” Thus.’; they issued: wherever R. Eleazar wounded, R. Simeon healed. Said he to him,
‘My son! You and I are sufficient for the world.” On the eve of the Sabbath before sunset they
saw an old man holding two bundles of myrtle and running at twilight. What are these for?’ they
asked him. ‘They are in honour of the Sabbath,” he replied. ‘But one should suffice you’?-One is
for ‘Remember’ and one for ‘Observe.” Said he to his son, ‘See how precious are the
commandments to Israel.” Then their minds were calmed.



V. Fighting to Get Along
Morning of Yom Kippur
Saturday, September 22, 2007

1. Babylonian Talmud, Eiruvin 13b
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R. Abba stated in the name of Samuel: For three years there was a dispute between Beth
Shammai and Beth Hillel, the former asserting, ‘The halachah is in agreement with our views’
and the latter contending, ‘The halachah is in agreement with our views’. Then a bath kol issued
announcing, ‘[The utterances of] both are the words of the living God, but the halachah is in
agreement with the rulings of Beth Hillel’. Since, however, both are the words of the living God’
what was it that entitled Beth Hillel to have the halachah fixed in agreement with their rulings?
Because they were kindly and modest, they studied their own rulings and those of Beth
Shammai, and were even so [humble] as to mention the actions of Beth Shammai before theirs.

2. Babylonian Talmud, Eiruvin 13b
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Our Rabbis taught: For two and a half years were Beth Shammai and Beth Hillel in
dispute, the former asserting that it were better for man not to have been created than to have
been created, and the latter maintaining that it is better for man to have been created than not to
have been created. They finally took a vote and decided that it were better for man not to have
been created than to have been created, but now that he has been created, let him investigate his
past deeds or, as others say, let him examine his future actions.

3. Mishnah - Yevamot 1:4
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Though these forbade what the others permitted, and these regarded as ineligible what the others
declared eligible, Beit Shammai nevertheless, did not refrain from marrying women from Beit
Hillel, nor did Beit Hillel from Beit Shammai.



4. Mishnah - Baba Metziah 1:1 (first Mishnah traditionally learned by a young person)
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Two hold a garment. One of them says: ‘I found it;” and the other says: ‘I found it.” One of
them says: ‘It’s all mine;” and the other says: ‘It’s all mine.” Then the one shall swear that his
share in it is not less than half, and the other shall swear that his share in it is not less than half, it
shall then be divided between them.

Additional Texts for Reflection

1. Babylonian Talmud, Menachot 29b
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Rab Judah said in the name of Rab, When Moses ascended on high he found the Holy One,
blessed be God, engaged in affixing coronets to the letters. Said Moses, ‘Lord of the Universe,
Who stays Thy hand?’ God answered, ‘There will arise a man, at the end of many generations,
Akiba b. Joseph by name, who will expound upon each tittle heaps and heaps of laws’. ‘Lord of
the Universe’, said Moses; ‘permit me to see him’. God replied, ‘Turn thee round’. Moses went
and sat down behind eight rows [and listened to the discourses upon the law]. Not being able to
follow their arguments he was ill at ease, but when they came to a certain subject and the
disciples said to the master ‘Whence do you know it?” and the latter replied ‘It is a law given
unto Moses at Sinai’ he was comforted. Thereupon he returned to the Holy One, blessed be God,
and said, ‘Lord of the Universe, Thou hast such a man and Thou givest the Torah by me!” God
replied, ‘Be silent, for such is My decree’. Then said Moses, ‘Lord of the Universe, Thou hast
shown me his Torah, show me his reward’. ‘Turn thee round’, God said; and Moses turned round
and saw them weighing out his flesh at the market-stalls. ‘Lord of the Universe’, cried Moses,
‘such Torah, and such a reward!” God replied, ‘Be silent, for such is My decree’.



2. Babylonian Talmud, Baba Metzia 59b
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On that day R. Eliezer brought forward every imaginable argument, but they did not accept
them. Said he to them: °‘If the halachah agrees with me, let this carob-tree prove it!” Thereupon
the carob-tree was torn a hundred cubits out of its place — others affirm, four hundred cubits.
‘No proof can be brought from a carob-tree,” they retorted. Again he said to them: °If the
halachah agrees with me, let the stream of water prove it!” Whereupon the stream of water
flowed backwards — ‘No proof can be brought from a stream of water,” they rejoined. Again he
urged: ‘If the halachah agrees with me, let the walls of the schoolhouse prove it,” whereupon the
walls inclined to fall. But R. Joshua rebuked them, saying: ‘When scholars are engaged in a
halachic dispute, what have ye to interfere?’” Hence they did not fall, in honour of R. Joshua, nor
did they resume the upright, in honour of R. Eliezer; and they are still standing thus inclined.
Again he said to them: °If the halachah agrees with me, let it be proved from Heaven!’
Whereupon a Heavenly Voice cried out: ‘Why do ye dispute with R. Eliezer, seeing that in all
matters the halachah agrees with him!” But R. Joshua arose and exclaimed: ‘It is not in heaven.’
What did he mean by this? — Said R. Jeremiah: That the Torah had already been given at Mount
Sinai; we pay no attention to a Heavenly Voice, because Thou hast long since written in the
Torah at Mount Sinai, After the majority must one incline.
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R. Nathan met Elijah and asked him: What did the Holy One, Blessed be He, do in that
hour? — He laughed [with joy], he replied, saying, ‘My sons have defeated Me, My sons have
defeated Me.” It was said: On that day all objects which R. Eliezer had declared clean were
brought and burnt in fire. Then they took a vote and excommunicated him. Said they, ‘Who shall
go and inform him?” ‘I will go,” answered R. Akiba, ‘lest an unsuitable person go and inform
him, and thus destroy the whole world.” What did R. Akiba do? He donned black garments and
wrapped himself in black, and sat at a distance of four cubits from him. ‘Akiba,” said R. Eliezer
to him, ‘what has particularly happened to-day?’ ‘Master,” he replied, ‘it appears to me that thy
companions hold aloof from thee.” Thereupon he too rent his garments, put off his shoes,
removed [his seat] and sat on the earth, whilst tears streamed from his eyes. The world was then
smitten: a third of the olive crop, a third of the wheat, and a third of the barley crop. Some say,
the dough in women's hands swelled up.

A Tanna taught: Great was the calamity that befell that day, for everything at which R.
Eliezer cast his eyes was burned up. R. Gamliel too was travelling in a ship, when a huge wave
arose to drown him. ‘It appears to me,’ he reflected, ‘that this is on account of none other but R.
Eliezer b. Hyrcanus.” Thereupon he arose and exclaimed, ‘Sovereign of the Universe! Thou
knowest full well that I have not acted for my honor, nor for the honor of my paternal house, but
for Thine, so that strife may not multiply in Israel! ‘At that the raging sea subsided.

Ima Shalom was R. Eliezer's wife, and sister to R. Gamliel. From the time of this incident
onwards she did not permit him to fall upon his face. Now a certain day happened to be New
Moon, but she mistook a full month for a defective one. Others say, a poor man came and stood
at the door, and she took out some bread to him. [On her return] she found him fallen on his face.
‘Arise,” she cried out to him, ‘thou hast slain my brother.” In the meanwhile an announcement
was made from the house of Rabban Gamliel that he had died. ‘“‘Whence dost thou know it?” he
questioned her. ‘I have this tradition from my father's house: All gates are locked, excepting the
gates of wounded feelings.’
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